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 Telegraph Hill Society   2025 AGM recap:           
Our 2025 AGM was an online event, held on December 10th, 2025 from 7.30pm.
As well as summarizing some recent/ ongoing local issues and confirming the Committee and Officer roles of the group, it featured a presentation by our Chair about the continuing task of surveying and compiling a full resource of heritage features related to the specific architecture of Telegraph Hill.
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Planning       2024   and   2025

The Society made submissions on 43 planning applications during 2024 and 21 in the first half of 2025.  We objected to approximately half of these where we felt that they did not comply with Council Policy.
About 40% of these resulted in changes to applications, withdrawn applications or the Council refusing the application generally due to design issues.  
Change in Council policy 2 years ago has seen a fall in refused applications. Previously, many applications went to decision with Councillors (about 1/4 of those we objected to) Now, most decisions are made by a single officer under delegated authority. 
More controversial decisions are passed to a review group of 2 Councillors and an officer to decide whether they should go to Councillors for decision or passed back to the planning officer to decide. 
A fair number of unauthorized development continue across the Hill and where we become aware of them we notify the Council who may take enforcement action.  Many of these developments relate to demolition of walls, new paths and the installation of uPVC windows  - all of which do require planning permission.
We are proud of a recent ‘thank you’ from Lewisham Planning Dept:  “Your insights were incredibly valuable and played a role in shaping my delegated officer report. Your thorough and well-considered comments was helpful in ensuring the report was comprehensive and robust.”

Lewisham Local Plan 
We responded to drafts of the Lewisham Local Plan which came into force in July 2025. Few of our changes were taken on board, but overall there is little change for Conservation Areas from the previous plan.  We were disappointed however that the Planning Inspectorate weakened the powers of the Council to refuse schemes generally across the borough.
Major Sites

We have heard that the Post Office site in New Cross Gate is to be redeveloped as 4 storey student accommodation and are seeking a meeting with the developer’s agents. 
Trees, Pavements, etc

About  1 tree related planning application  per month is received and we reply to those that require it, although most are generally acceptable.  We recently met with the Street Trees for Living team to inspect approx. 16 young replacement trees around Jerningham & Sandbourne Roads, many of which have faced issues, including over-vigorous pruning.  

We continue to lobby about potholes, vibration causes by lorries and buses and poor patchy pavement repairs.  The Council’s reply, however, is generally that lack of funds currently prevents better outcomes. 
Controlled Parking Zones

The Society put in a considerable amount of work on publicising the CPZ proposals  across the Hill which had been poorly publicised by the Council.  The Council has now reported that it will not be going ahead with the proposals in SE4 postcodes.  They have not yet analysed those for SE14 postcodes but our analysis shows that the proposals have been rejected throughout the area this year (after the elimination of dubious entries).
Issues such as speeding and safety will now take priority. 
The Society produced, and with the help of volunteers distributed some 13,140 leaflets on the proposals.  The cost has somewhat depleted Society funds and, whilst we do not want to reintroduce membership fees, we may look to donations to rebuilt our reserves.

Cycle Ways 

Lewisham Council is proposing a “cycle corridor” across Telegraph Hill. 
We are seeking more details of what this means and what the effects on residents and on parking might be.
General 
We have had stands at six events this year publicising the Society and what it does and have also had a free stall at the farmers’ market at various times. We would like to put on a few talks, visits or events during the year as well,  but need volunteers to help with this.
Victorian Design
	Building a portfolio of original designs    
There is a long-standing Telegraph Hill Conservation Area Character Appraisal by the Council which is a material planning consideration – but sadly, tends to be ignored by many developers.  
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The Character Appraisal is however fairly general and our work shows that Victorian design features for the hill vary greatly, not just over the five character areas of the Conservation Area mentioned in the guide, but street by street.

For the benefit of all those interested and for those attempting external restoration work, we are attempting to log and illustrate all of these design features on the THS web site:  www.telegraphhillsociety.co.uk/?page_id=384 
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Completed and uploaded so far are:

· Front doors 

· Window frames and handles  

· Window horns
                                                with more categories to come soon.  
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There was enthusiastic engagement with the discussion of the historic heritage features we benefit from and also about some about some recent excellent local restorations of roofs,  front doors,  encaustic tiled paths etc. 
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It will take intensive work to complete this online Guide and we would like more volunteers to sign up to assist with the rest of the modules.

Committee

The following committee was elected:
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Chair Malcolm Bacchus

Vice-Chair Sandra Margolies

Secretary Chris Souvlis

Treasurer <vacant>

Membership Secretary ~ <vacant>

Committee Tamsin Bacchus
Paul Milnes

Corina Poore
Adrian Bradbury
Sue Harry

Karen Scarles.

Planning & Local history

Also webmaster

Friends of Telegraph Hill Park liaison

Friends of Telegraph Hill Park liaison

Tree officer




The Chair made a request for new members to help:  even if only for two hours a month or volunteering to help with stands.  We would like to run more events if we have more helpers and we are also looking for a graphic designer to help with merchandise such as new society mugs, tea towels and the like.

The meeting closed with the Chair thanking everybody for their time and support over the past year. 
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